aBstract: The first species of Pontobelgrandiella Radoman, 1978 from Greece is described as Pontobelgrandiella lavrasi n. sp.
INTRODUCTION
Until 2016, it was commonly accepted that the distribution range of Belgrandiella A. J. Wagner, 1928 extended from France to the Balkans including Bulgaria. However, in 1978 a new genus Pontobelgrandiella was erected with the Bulgarian Belgrandiella nitida Angelov, 1972 as the type species (raDoman 1978: 30) . GeorGiev (2013a) described P. tanevi as another species of Pontobelgrandiella from Bulgaria. Recently rysiewsKa et al. (2016) , based on genetic analyses, presented evidence that several Bulgarian species, initially described within Belgrandiella A. J. Wagner, 1928 , were also representatives of Pontobelgrandiella Radoman, 1978 . Thus, besides P. nitida and P. tanevi, in Bulgaria (anGeLov 1972a , b, GeorGiev & HuBenov 2013 ) the genus comprises also P. angelovi (Pintér, 1968) , P. bach kovoensis (Glöer et Georgiev, 2009) , P. dobrostanica (Glöer et Georgiev, 2009) , P. pandurskii (Georgiev, 2011) , P. stanimirae (Georgiev, 2011) and P. zagoraen sis (Glöer et Georgiev, 2009 ). The affiliation of P. bul garica (Angelov, 1972) , P. bureschi (Angelov, 1976) , P. delevae (Georgiev et Glöer, 2015) , P. hessei (A. J. Wagner, 1928) , P. hubenovi (Georgiev, 2012) , P. lomica (Georgiev et Glöer, 2015) , P. petrovi (Georgiev, 2014) and P. pusilla (Angelov, 1959) to Pontobelgrandiella still needs genetic confirmation.
Until now, representatives of Pontobelgrandiella have been known from Bulgaria only . Thus, it can be assumed that the easternmost species of Belgrandiella is B. bumasta Schütt, 1960 in Kosovo. It is possible that two other species described from within the distribution area of Pontobelgrandiella in Bulgaria belong to Belgrandiella and not to Pontobelgrandiella: Belgrandiella maarensis Georgiev, 2013 and Belgrandiella zaschevi Angelov, 1959 , the type of the monotypic Cavernisa Radoman, 1978 . However, rysiewsKa et al. (2016 "undoubtedly reject the occurrence of representatives of Belgrandiella in Bulgaria" (rysiewsKa et al. 2016: 7) . In any case, no species of Pontobelgrandiella has been mentioned from outside Bulgaria.
The report of P. bulgarica (Angelov, 1972 ) from "GR-GRC", the Greek mainland (including inter alia "Evia"), by BanK (2006: 55 & 66 
METHODS
The whorls were counted according to GittenBerGer et al. (1970) . The shell length and diameter were measured with a 5 mm measure plate (0.05 mm grading) at 25× magnification; measurements were rounded to the nearest 0.05 mm. The photographs of shells were taken with a Leica R8 digital system.
RESULTS
Pontobelgrandiella lavrasi n. sp.
Figs 1-3
Shell description. Shell transparent and smooth, ovoid with conical spire, 4.25-4.50 whorls, convex and shallow suture, body whorl especially on its left side in front view below suture hardly vaulted; last fourth of body whorl gradually ascending on shell wall; edge of aperture in side view straight; aperture almost crescentic, parietal margin forming a chord; parietal margin of aperture fused with shell wall and sealing the umbilicus or leaving it short slit-like open; palatal and basal margins of aperture not broadened, but slightly thickened; columellar and parietal margins forming a rounded angle. Measurements (n = 7; type locality): height 1.73-1.98 mm (mean 1.83 mm), diameter 0.93-1.03 mm (mean 0.98 mm), height : diameter ratio 1.74-1.87 (mean 1.84); see also Table 1 .
Operculum unknown.
Animal unknown. (Boeters et al. 2017) suggests that the species of the Radomaniola/Grossuana group is Grossuana marginata as genetically characterised by FaLniowsKi et al. (2012: 33, fig. 14 G12; 2016: 308 ,  table 1 ). Table 2 lists all species known to date as belonging to Pontobelgrandiella. The newly described species differs from its congeners in the following features: 1. P. angelovi (Pintér, 1968) -in front view the palatal margin is not a straight prolongation of the contour of the last two whorls but surmounts it slightly (GLöer & GeorGiev 2009: 130 fig. 9 ); 2. P. bachkovoensis (Glöer et Georgiev, 2009) (Angelov, 1972 ) -the shell of P. lavrasi n. sp. is smaller and slimmer; its height, diameter Fig. 4 . Type localities of species of Pontobelgrandiella or regarded as belonging to this genus in the Balkans (for numbers see Table 2 ); red dot -P. lavrasi n. sp. fig. 1 ) and the shell height is only 1.20-1.40 mm (GeorGiev 2011a: 9, table 2); 5. instead of four whorls and a height : diameter ratio of 1.85-1.90 as in P. delevae (Georgiev et Glöer, 2015) , the shell of P. lavrasi n. sp. has 4.25-4.50 whorls and its height : diameter ratio is 1.74-1.87. Furthermore, in P. lavrasi n. sp. parietal and columellar margins are more broadened; 6. P. dobrostanica (Glöer et Georgiev, 2009 ) -the parietal margin is nearly straight, but the transition of parietal and columellar margins is arched, the transition is not angled (GLöer & GeorGiev 2009: 131, figs 11.1-3); 7. P. hessei (A. J. Wagner, 1928 ) -the whorls in P. lavrasi n. sp. are less convex, moreover, in P. lavra si n. sp., in frontal view, the left convex vault of the body whorl culminates above the aperture, whereas in P. hessei it culminates at the level of the bent uppermost margin of the aperture (Pintér 1968: 62 fig. 2 ); 8. P. hubenovi (Georgiev, 2012) differs from P. lavrasi n. sp. in lateral view in a slightly guttered basal margin; 9. with the height of 2.1 mm the shell of P. lomica (Georgiev et Glöer, 2015) is larger than that of P. lavrasi n. sp. with the height of 1.73-1.98 mm (mean 1.83 mm); 10. P. (?) maarensis (Georgiev, 2013) -the whorls are more convex and the suture is fairly pronounced; 11. P. nitida (Angelov, 1972) -the shell has fewer whorls and is less elongated (raDoman 1983: pl. 8, fig. 129 ); 12. P. pandurskii (Georgiev, 2011 ) -its shell is ovoid rather than conical (GeorGiev 2011a: 9, fig. 1 .1-2); 13. P. petrovi (Georgiev, 2014) differs from P. lavrasi n.
Species differentiation.
sp. in a slightly guttered basal margin;
14. P. pusilla (Angelov, 1959 ) -its shell is only 1.40-1.60 mm (GeorGiev 2011a: 9, table 2); 15. P. stanimirae (Georgiev, 2011) -similarly as in P. bureschi, the spire is rounded and not conical (GeorGiev 2011b: 91, fig. 5 ); 16. whereas in P. tanevi Georgiev, 2013 the columellar margin at transition between the parietal and the basal margins of the aperture is well rounded, in P. lavrasi n. sp. the transition is slightly angled; 17. P. zagoraensis (Glöer et Georgiev, 2009) 
DISCUSSION
Belgrandiella and Pontobelgrandiella inhabit springs and subterranean waters. It is commonly understood that the distribution areas of species of these genera might be quite small. Recently FaLniowsKi & Beran (2015) critically discussed this view for four nominal taxa of Belgrandiella. They argued that "The shell alone cannot be the basis of species discrimination in the Truncatelloidea". However "congeneric species may not differ in their soft parts' morphology and anatomy" (raDoman 1983: 190) . Based on their genetic investigations, FaLniowsKi & Beran (2015) stated that their "molecular data strongly suggest that all four nominal species represent one real biological entity: one species, genetically slightly variable". The geographical distance between the most remote investigated populations was about 240 km. rysiewsKa et al. (2016: 1) studied genetically 16 Bulgarian populations of Pontobelgrandiella, and distinguished four clades. Interestingly, they added that "The Principal Component Analysis of seven shell measurements showed some morphological distinctness of the representatives of the distinguished clades, although with some overlapping variability". They found that the largest geographical distance between populations of the same clade was about 150 km (rysiewsKa et al. 2016: 6, fig. 4 , clade II), however, the smallest distance between populations of different clades was less than 10 km (rysiewsKa et al. 2016: 6, fig. 4 , clade IV versus clades I and III). This means that the size of the distribution area depends on the specific case.
However, in regard to the discovery of a new species of Pontobelgrandiella, namely P. lavrasi n. sp., in Greece, it should be borne in mind that the distance to the distribution area of the nearest Bulgarian representative of Pontobelgrandiella, P. dobrostanica, is more than 200 km. On the other hand FaLniowsKi & Beran (2015) investigated populations of a "real biological entity" up to 240 km apart, but within the distribution area of Belgrandiella; the locality of P. lavrasi n. sp. lies about 200 km outside of the known distribution area of Pontobelgrandiella species. This fact combined with morphological differences, as described above, supports the status of P. lavrasi n. sp. as a distinct new species. Live specimens are needed to confirm its distinctiveness and its attribution to Pontobelgrandiella by anatomical and molecular studies.
